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Vriesea ‘Mira’ (V. malzinei x V. heliconioides var. polysticha)

This new hybrid is the result of a cross between Vriesea malzinei Morren

(inflorescence with yellow bracts) and  V. heliconioides var. polysticha L.B. Smith. It

is one of the promising new hybrids developed and cultivated at the Institute of

Ornamental Plant Growing at Melle , Belgium.

The first cross, using V. malzinei as the seed parent, was made in 1975. The unripe

seeds that formed were harvested in November and sown "in vitro". Culture under

aseptic conditions was continued for about one year when the small plantlets that

had formed were ready for transplantation and placement in the greenhouse.

Further growth continued satisfactorily and some plants were induced to flower by

the use of Ethephon in January, 1979. The first occurrence of spontaneous flowering was observed in May, 1979. Under winter conditions, the time interval between chemical floral induction and the opening of the first flower was 125 days; but in spring, this interval was reduced to 90 days. Flowering continued for one month and the color of the bracts remained satisfactory for three months. After flowering, the retention of the leaves was very good, even better than both parent species, and offshoots were produced with ease.

In most of its characteristics, the hybrid is in an intermediate position between the two parent species. Its growth habit, however, resembles mainly the seed parent. In the accompanying table, the most distinctive features of the parents and hybrid are

compared. As is true for the parent species, the natural flowering of the hybrid occurs after a period of dim or low light and short day exposure. Long days can prevent early flowering and thus the hybrid plants can be cultivated for a longer period of time in order to obtain larger plants and to increase proportionately the number of leaves, inflorescence height, number of flowers, etc.

In our opinion, this hybrid offers many advantages for cultivation. Its ornamental

and commercial value are greater than those of either parent species.

Although the first generation population of seedling-plants exhibited a relatively

good degree of uniformity, we intend to vegetatively propagate some selected plants

by means of tissue culture.

